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The Formation of Modern Psychology Volume 1
Csaba Pléh

Part of a two-volume series, this book offers a multicentric perspective on the history of
psychology, situating its development in relation to developments made in other social
sciences and philosophical disciplines. An invaluable introductory text for undergraduate
students of the history of psychology, the book will also appeal to postgraduates,
academics and those interested in psychology or the history of science, as well as
graduate students of psychology, biology, sociology, and anthropology with a theoretical
interest.

"Csaba Pléh’s books are an extremely impressive and unusually wide-ranging study of the
history of psychology. It discusses the birth and subsequent development of psychology
embedded in the cultural history and the history of ideas, where history of philosophy is
often intertwined with the history of experimentation and sometimes even the history of
other scientific disciplines. Another ground-breaking feature of the book is the width of
the ground it covers, not only in terms of different approaches and historical details, but
also geographical regions, devoting significant discussions to psychological schools and
approaches that most other histories of psychology treat as mere footnotes to the
dominantly Anglo-American tradition. Pléh’s books should be the go-to volumes on the
history of psychology not just for psychologists and philosophers but for anyone who is
interested in the intellectual developments of the 19th and 20th centuries".

Bence Nanay, Professor of Philosophy and BOF Research Professor, University of
Antwerp, Belgium

1. History of Psychology and Psychological Theory Part I. At The Dawn of Autonomy: A Topic in Search of a Discipline 2. Descartes
and The Scientific Method 3. Cognition and Association: The Development of The Psychological Agenda in The Enlightenment
Period 4. Early Neuroscience as a Precursor to Modern Psychology: Reflexes and Localization Part Il. From Birth to Divisions 5. On
the Threshold of Psychology: The Birth of the Idea of Measurement of the Mind 6. Wilhelm Wundt: The Program Setter and
Codifier 7. The Evolutionist Alternative for a Modern Psychology: Development, Adaptation and Individual Differences 8.
Functionalism and Structuralism in America: The First Open Debate 9. The Distribution and Division of New Psychology in
Europe 10. Critics and Alternatives to Experimental Psychology at the Turn of the 20th Century: Platonist, Irrationalist and Human
Science Alternatives Part Ill. The Age of Great Schools 11. The Behaviorist Revolution: Psychology Loses its Mind 12. Wholes and
Meaning: Gestalt Psychology 13. The Underwater Part of the Iceberg: Sigmund Freud and the "Discovery" of the Unconscious
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