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Hegel, Kierkegaard and the Debate about Mediation

G.W.F. Hegel’s controversial conception of logic was revolutionary since it attacked the basic principles of Aristotelian logic that stood as the foundation for the field for well over a millennium. Hegel’s logic was the first theory since ancient times to seriously call into question the laws of contradiction, excluded middle and identity, which were long regarded as the most basic laws of reasoning. He replaced these laws of logic with the principle of mediation. Søren Kierkegaard has traditionally been regarded as one of the most radical critics of Hegel and his speculative logic. However, despite Kierkegaard’s often polemical rhetoric, the two thinkers in fact have much in common on precisely the question of mediation. Although Kierkegaard clearly wants to reject some aspects of Hegel’s position, nonetheless there are many indications that he does not reject the principle of mediation as such but rather uses and incorporates it into his own theories.
Jon  Stewart is Associate Research Professor of Philosophy at Søren Kierkegaard Research Centre at the University of Copenhagen, Denmark, 
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