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The Emergence of Prosody in Sign Language

Abstract:

All  humans  in  every  culture  use  gestures  of  the hands,  face,  and body to 
accompany  and  augment  the  linguistic  stream.  In  sign  languages  of  deaf 
communities, these signals are organized and conventionalized to form the 
substance of language itself. The focus of this talk is the way in which this  
occurs  in  the  prosodic  system  of  sign  languages,  especially  the  temporal 
delineation of prosodic constituents and the intonation of the face. While the 
presence of such a system in sign languages points to prosody as a universal  
property of human language, research on a new sign language in an insular 
Bedouin community shows that even universals do not arise overnight.
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