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Capturing time: 

From the First Steps to the Stage

This photographic project is an attempt to capture time during an intricate and dynamic human activity: dance. The exhibition is in connection with a Public Lecture presented on January 17, 2001 at Collegium Budapest by Ilona Kovács on “Capturing Time: From E. J. Marey to Modern Neuroscience.”

Time is also of essence here because we captured young pupils as they learn the first steps as well as their teachers on the real stage. The photographs were taken during a performance of the Hungarian State Folk-Dance Ensemble, and the dress rehersals and performances of the Vadvirág children's folk-dance group in the Fall of 2001.  We would like to thank them for participating in this project.

Ilona Kovács  received her Doctoral Degree in 1988 in Psychology at Eötvös Loránd University, Budapest, and her Candidate’s Degree in 1997 from the National Academy of Sciences, Hungarian. Between 1983 and 1990 she was teaching and doing research at the Department of General Psychology, Eötvös University. In 1991 she moved to Rutgers University, USA, as a research fellow of the Soros Foundation. Since then she has been working at the Laboratory of Vision Research, Center for Cognitive Science and Department of Psychology at Rutgers University. Dr. Kovacs’s activities include teaching at the undergraduate and graduate levels, and doing research in cognitive neuroscience. Her research is focused on visual perception, involving psychophysical and computational aspects of perceptual organization, brain plasticity, and perceptual development. Her papers appeared in Nature, Proceedings  of  the National Academy of Sciences, USA, Behavioral Brain Research, Cognitive Neuropsychology and Vision Research. She edited a book on Maturational Windows and Cortical Plasticity with Bela Julesz that appeared in 1995 by Addison-Wesley. During the past ten years that she spent at Rutgers she has been teaching as a visiting lecturer at Eötvös University, and University of Szeged, Hungary, and building research collaborations with Hungarian researchers at those universities on the topics of brain plasticity and cognitive developmental disorders. At Collegium Budapest, as a member of the focus group on Evolution and the Brain, she is working on a specific project enitled Functional and developmental dissociation of higher visual function.

She is and avid amateur photographer, and very grateful to the Collegium  for presenting some her photographic projects.
