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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

January 2002

Please note that even if we do not send individual invitations to our activities, 

you are welcome to visit any of the events listed below.

Thursday 10 January 11 a.m. 
Fellow Seminar
Ágnes Lukács

Language and Memory in Hungarian Children with Williams Syndrome

Williams syndrome (WMS), a rare neurogenetic disorder, has been in the forefront of research in cognitive psychology for the last ten years. WMS is characterized by a distinctive cognitive profile: mild to moderate mental retardation with relatively and surprisingly good linguistic abilities, while performance on spatial tasks is extremely poor. The aim of the talk is to present studies of linguistic abilities in 15 Hungarian children with WMS showing that although language is a relative strength, linguistic abilities are not a homogeneous cluster. Deficits in the use of spatial expressions reflect serious impairments in spatial cognition, and we also find evidence of the proposed within-language dissociation between intact grammatical rules and impairments of lexical retrieval from the mental lexicon. Performance in these domains of language is also going to be discussed in relation to short-term memory capacity.

Thursday 10 January 5.30 p.m. 
Exhibition Opening
Ilona Kovács

Capturing time: From the First Steps to the Stage (open: January 10 - 30, 2002)
Thursday 17 January 11 a.m.
Fellow Seminar

Selim Deringil

Thursday 17 January 5.30 p.m.
Public Lecture

Ilona Kovács 

Capturing Time: From E. J. Marey to Modern Neuroscience

How to represent intricate movements of living things? How to make movements of biological origin visible, and measurable in spite of their fast speed and spatial complexity? These were the puzzling questions for E-J. Marey (1830-1904), a French medical doctor, the  inventor of,  e.g., the first electrocardiograph. In his photographic studies on locomotion he wished to generate a description of  human motion, and invented a  technique to optimize image resolution both in space and time. The resulting pictorial respresentation of movement (the so-called chronophotographs) showed movement trajectories of a few shiny buttons that were attached to the head and major limb-points of an otherwise invisible human actor.

How does the brain represent dynamic information about moving objects and other moving creatures? Our psychophysical studies show that the representation suggested by Marey might be used by the brain as well. We employed a psychophysical reverse mapping technique (Kovács & Julesz, Nature, 1994) to examine the global interaction pattern of a large number of neurons responsible for low-level visual coding in the brain. The pattern of neural interactions revealed an effective and sparse shape representation, which is optimal for coding in memory and to form associations because it relies on small cell assemblies that can carry information about large, extended objects. It resembles Marey's solution in terms of optimizing space-time resolution by reducing redundancies.

A related photographic exhibition is presented at Collegium Budapest by Ilona Kovács.

Wednesday 23 January –Saturday 26 January
Conference

The State of Three Social Science Disciplines in Central and Eastern Europe

Wednesday 23 January

6 p.m.
Introduction: Gábor Klaniczay – Rector of Collegium Budapest 

Presentation of the project: Max Kaase, Vice President and Dean, International University of Bremen

Thursday 24 January

10 a.m.

Keynote speakers:

Pál Tamás, Sociology, Budapest

Social Sciences in Transition Societies -Institutional Developments and Policy Networks
Hans-Dieter Klingemann, Political Science, Berlin 

Political Science: National Development and International Integration
János M. Kovács, Economics, Vienna

Business as (Un)usual. Notes About the Westernization of Economic Science in Eastern Europe after 1989
2.30 p.m.

Parallel Sessions of the three disciplines (Reports and discussion of papers)

Friday 25 January 

9.30 a.m.

Parallel Sessions of the three disciplines (Reports and discussion of papers) 

2.30 p.m.

Parallel Sessions of the three disciplines (Reports and discussion of papers)
6 p.m.

Evening Lecture:

Achilleas Mitsos, Director General, DG Research European Commission, Brussels
Creating a European Research Area in an Enlarging European Union

Saturday 26 January 

9 a.m.

Other disciplines: keynote speakers 

Sorin Antohi, History, Budapest

Unmaking National Vulgates and Party Narratives: Post-1989 Historical Sciences in the Ten Accession Countries

Marie-Claude Maurel, Geography, Paris 

Toward a Comparative Approach of Post-collectivist Paths in East-Central European Countryside
Mihály Sárkány, Anthropology, Budapest 

Cultural Anthropology in Central and Eastern Europe

Tomas Kucera, Demography, Prague

2 30 p.m.

Synthetic reports on the Parallel Sessions

Piotr Sztompka, Sociology, Cracow

Ivan Krastev, Political Science,Sofia 

Hans-J. Wagener, Economics, Frankfurt an der Oder
Preliminary List of Discussants:

Political Science 

Deniss Hanovs (Latvia), Algimantas Jankauskas (Lithuania), András Lánczi (Hungary), Zdenka Mansfeldová (Czech Republic), Piotr Mazurkiewicz (Poland), Alina Mungiu-Pippidi (Romania), Vello Pettai (Estonia), Andrej Skolkay (Slovakia), Antony Todorov (Bulgaria), Drago Zajc (Slovenia) 

Economics 

Roumen Avramov (Bulgaria), Frantisek Hajnovic (Slovakia), Morten Hansen (Latvia), Jerzy Hausner (Poland), Jiri Havel (Czech Republic), Aladár Madarász (Hungary), Alari Purju (Estonia), Mircea Teodor Maniu (Romania), Alf Vanags (Lithuania), Milan Vodopidec (Slovenia) 

Sociology 

Vladas Gaidys (Lithuania), Mihai D. Gheorghiu (Romania), Svetla Koleva (Bulgaria), Zdzislaw Krasnodebski (Poland), Mikko Lagerspetz (Estonia), Eva Laiferová (Slovakia), Franc Mali (Slovenia), Ivo Mozny (Czech Republic), Endre Nagy (Hungary), Sylvija Senkane (Latvia) 

Wednesday 30 January 5.30 p.m. 
Exhibition Opening
Dóra Sáfrán

Please note that you can have access to our monthly calendar on our home page as well: http://www.colbud.hu/news
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